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Look out, café 


Cubano: Specialty 


coffee roasters 


are moving in, 1c 
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LOCAL & STATE 


MIAMI-BORN 
ACTOR DIES 


Julio Oscar Mechoso had 
a long and successful 
Hollywood career playing 
gangsters, tough-guy cops 
and even demons, 3A 


SPORTS 


UF HIRES COACH: 
DAN MULLEN 


Mississippi State coach 
returns to Florida. 
Meanwhile, FSU’s 
Jimbo Fisher is rumored 
to be Texas A&M’s top 
choice, 1B 


NATION 


FBI DIDN'T WARN 
HACKER TARGETS 


The bureau failed to alert 
targets of the Russian 
hacking group known as 
Fancy Bear, an AP 
investigation found, 14A 


THE AMERICAS 


POISED FOR 
VICTORY? 


According to an exit poll, 
Honduran President Juan 
Orlando Hernandez 
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Joseph Molina, Martin Cabrera and Luis Vergara, from left, of Cutler Bay Solar Solutions install solar 
panels at a South Miami-Dade home. Solar panels are being built throughout the county — most 
notably in South Miami, which is the first city in the state to require solar panels on new homes. 


A QUEST 
TO BE GREEN 


m Over the past year, the city of South Miami has stopped using traditional fertilizers and 
pesticides on city land and instead began using only organic products after its mayor 
concluded harmful chemicals posed a threat to residents. 


BY JENNY STALETOVICH 
jstaletovich@miamiherald.com 


scaping. 


Last summer, as South Florida descended 
into the hothouse season that makes it a grow- 
ing haven for all things green, the city of 
South Miami quietly switched to organic land- 


It isn’t the most drastic change made by the 
small suburb of well-manicured lawns and 
leafy streets in its quest to become the green- 
est city on the planet. Last year, the city be- 
came the first in the state to require solar 


SPORTS 


Battered Dolphins 
suffer fifth straight 
loss in defeat 
by Patriots, 1s 


WINNER OF 22 
PULITZER PRIZES 


Miami Hera 


panels on new homes and has long banned 
mosquito-spraying for marsh mosquitoes. But 
according to its mayor, the change was by far 
the simplest, and one that could be easily 
replicated by governments and residents 
across the state. 

“Herbicides are sort of the unrecognized 
peril,” Mayor Phil Stoddard said. “I was horri- 
fied they were using all kinds of stuff that I 
would not want my child exposed to.” 

As the nation’s winter breadbasket with a 
year-round growing season, Florida ranks 
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SEE GREEN, 2A 


WISH BOOK 


Family has 
sick baby, 
and home 
damaged 
by Irma 


m After Hurricane Irma 
damaged their Miami home, a 
family with a child who has a 
rare genetic disorder, X-linked 
myotubular myopathy, is asking 
for help raising money to 
replace the roof. 


BY DANIEL CHANG 
dchang@miamiherald.com 


Javier Gonzalez leans over 
the crib and lifts his infant son, 
Joshua Jacob, into an embrace, 
until a tangle of power cords 
and a plastic tube attached to 
the boy’s throat get in the way. 

Gonzalez holds the boy, nick- 
named JJ, with one arm, and 
uses the other to brush aside 


devices beside the crib, in- 
cluding a ventilator so he can 
breathe through a hole in his 
throat, and a suction machine 
to keep his airway clear. 
Gonzalez steadies JJ’s neck 
with a gentle hand and coaxes 
the 20-month-old to greet a 


EMILY MICHOT emichot@miamiherald.com 


Javier and Jessica Gonzalez with their 20-month old son JJ (Joshua 
Jacob), and their 9-year old daughter, Bella, in their Miami home. 
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AIRLINES 


MIA still 
premier 


gateway 
for Cuba 


flights 


m Alaska Airlines plans to drop 
its Los Angeles-Havana route 
and American Airlines’ last flight 
from Miami to Cienfuegos will be 
Jan. 8, 2018. The volume of 
travel to Cuba through Miami 
International Airport is still 
ahead of last year. 


BY MIMI WHITEFIELD 
mwhitefield@miamiherald.com 


It’s getting harder to find 
flights to Cuba with U.S. airlines 
dropping out of the market as 
demand softens, but Miami In- 
ternational Airport is holding its 
own as the main gateway for 
travel to the island. 

Despite the initial excitement 
that a new era in U.S.-Cuba trav- 
el was dawning when the first 
regularly scheduled commercial 
flights in 55 years began in Au- 
gust 2016, demand has proved 
weaker than expected — espe- 
cially to provincial markets. 

Travel through Miami In- 
ternational Airport, though, re- 
mains ahead of last year. From 
Jan. 1 to Oct. 31, 5,021 Cuba- 


SEE FLIGHTS, 2A 


U.S. CONGRESS | 
HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS 


Conyers 
quits 
House 
panel 


mRep. John Conyers Jr., 
D-Michigan, stepped down as 
the ranking Democratic member 
of the House Judiciary 
Committee amid an ongoing 
investigation into sexual 
harassment accusations. 


BY PAUL KANE 
Washington Post 


Rep. John Co- 
nyers Jr. of Michi- 
gan, the longest- 
serving member of 
Congress, stepped 
aside as the top 
Democrat on the 
House Judiciary 
Committee amid 
growing internal pressure as an 
ethics investigation of sexual ha- 
rassment allegations against him 
begins. 

Conyers, 88, said he would not 
resign from Congress and instead 
would fight the allegations in the 
hope of reclaiming his spot atop 


SEE CONYERS, 4A 


Conyers 


Franken vows to return to Senate, though 


seems likely to win, 6A the connections to the medical SEE BABY, 4A ‘ashamed’ about allegations, 14A 
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